Art in Bloom returns to Black Mountain Center for the Arts

By Rita Vermillion

www.BlackMountainArts.org

What could be more glorious to the eye than exquisite flowers by Mother Nature combined with fine paintings and sculpture? From June 26-29, the Black Mountain (NC) Center for the Arts, located in the old City Hall at 225 W. State Street in downtown Black Mountain, hosts just such an event, Art in Bloom.  A flower plus art show, the concept of Art in Bloom is for floral designers to use the freshest of nature’s bounty to interpret works of art for the public to view.  Several events will be held throughout the weekend.

Enthusiastically supporting Art in Bloom is Honorary Chair Becky Anderson, recently retired Executive Director of Handmade in America.  Anderson, a 7th generation WNC native, exudes excitement and enthusiasm for finding the strengths of our region and expanding them, especially as they impact our communities. Helping almost two dozen NC counties find their economic strength and sustainability through crafts and agriculture, for fifteen years Anderson led Handmade in America to become one of the most respected non-profit organization in the US.   Cited in 1999 as one of 18 "American innovators" by U.S. News and World Report, she is the recipient of multiple national and international awards for environmental sustainability, leadership, and citizenship, and is an ambassador for our time for the arts. 

Area floral designers committed to this show include both Ikebana and traditional floral artists.  The initial show in Black Mountain began when the WNC Ikebana International chapter approached the Center for the Arts about collaborating on Art in Bloom.  Ikebana, the art of Japanese floral arranging, has a strong following in the US, and in the Southeast in particular.  However, the show is not only about Ikebana.  About half the floral designers will be Ikebana trained, and the others will be traditional designers.  They include Ikebana designers Bob Bannister, Norma Bradley, Susan Cano, Greet Constant, Suzanne Dillingham, Martha Dykman, Patti Quinn Hill, Sally Robinson, Maggie Storey, and Ichiyo Master Teacher Terri Ellis Todd.   Traditional floral designers include Betsey Baker of Biltmore House, Mary Noble Braden & Elaine Young of Bella Blooms, June Bergeron & Emili Fonteneau of Black Mountain Inn, Elizabeth “Libby”  Endry of The Gardener’s Cottage, Adrienne Kort of Blossoms at Biltmore, Ralph Coffey of Whitegate Inn, Karen Paradis of Brown’s Floral Design & Interiors, Nancy Shoch of Ivy Cottage, Royal Phillips, member of both the Waynesville Garden Club and the Ikebana chapter, Kay Clegg & Micki Cowan of Periwinkle’s Boutique, former San Francisco florist and NC Master Gardener Sally Wheeler, and floral enthusiasts Wilhelmina Headley and Barbara Prather.

The show the floral artists will interpret is a Collector’s Show, pieces by extraordinary artists culled from local collections and collectors, and on-loan to the Center for the Arts for the month of June.  Included will be glass, sculpture, paintings, and more.  The public is invited to see the show without the floral designs from June 6-24.  Once the floral interpretations are installed on June 26, Art in Bloom begins with a ticketed Gala Preview Party at 6:30 pm to introduce the floral designers and give the first view of the floral interpretations at their freshest.  Beginning on Friday, June 27-Sunday, June 29, everyone can visit the Center to see the “Art Reflecting Art” show between 10 am – 5 pm at an admission cost of $5.

In addition to the Preview Party and the regular show, there will be a Garden Tour of Black Mountain gardens on Friday and Saturday, June 27-28 from 10 am – 4 pm.  Gardens hosts will enlighten visitors, and plein aire painters will enchant them.  Ticket holders may receive a discount for lunch at participating area restaurants, Berliner Kindl, Black Mountain Bakery, Camino’s Southwestern Grille, My Father’s Pizza & Pasta, Morning Glory Café, Phil’s Bar-B-Q, Thai Basil, and Veranda Café.   Maps will be available at the Center for the Arts.

Also on Friday, June 28, there will be an afternoon tea and fashion show, featuring wearable art fashions from Asheville’s premiere boutique, Bellagio (www.bellagioarttowear.com).  Seating is limited; early ticket reservations are suggested.  On Friday night the monthly UPBEAT! 4th Friday Musical Heritage Concert at 7:30 pm will feature The Magills, Jim, Beth, and Andrew playing traditional Appalachian and Celtic music on guitar, flute, and fiddle. (www.magills.net)
Saturday evening’s grand finale will be a design symposium by America’s foremost floral designer, Ron Morgan of San Francisco (www.ronmorgandesigns.com).  Back by popular demand, Mr. Morgan wows the audience with his breath-taking tablescapes composed of both fruits and vegetables, along with greenery and flowers.  Whether creating an opulent, single-color centerpiece, or a wedding arrangement with myriad colors and blossoms, Morgan turns the ordinary into the whimsical in a matter of minutes.  His imagination soars on the spot, bringing the audience to applause at the beauty of his invention.   All of his designs will be auctioned off at the end of the evening, along with other appropriate items – a 7’ magnolia from Meadowbrook Nursery, fine wine, fine art, and a garden bench by local drystone mason, Joe Dinwiddie.  Auctioneer John Hill keeps the auction moving at a lively pace. Morgan will also be on hand to sign his books.

The entire weekend event, a fundraiser for the non-profit Black Mountain Center for the Arts, is part of the Center’s mission of “bringing arts to the people and people to the arts.”  For more information phone 828/669-0930, or visit www.BlackMountainArts.org.    

